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SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 6th MAY 2021 BY REMOTE CONFERENCING (ZOOM)

MEETING HELD UNDER THE TERMS OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND POLICE AND CRIME PANELS (CORONAVIRUS) (FLEXIBILITY OF AUTHORITY AND POLICE AND CRIME PANEL MEETINGS) (ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2020
PRESENT: Councillors P Acton, L Gasson, R Harwood, R McNamara, K Ridout, I Suter, R White, Clerk D Green. Footpaths Officer G Rains
In addition, there were three members of the public present.

712.  TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL: 
Cllr Rachel McNamara was proposed and seconded and duly elected to serve as Chairman.
713.  TO RECEIVE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARARTION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:
The Clerk received the Chairman’s signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
714.  TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN:

Cllr Ian Suter was proposed and seconded and duly elected to serve as Vice-Chairman. The Parish Council thanked Cllr Gasson for her temporary period as Chairman which all agreed had been very positive.
715. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies.

716. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no Declarations of Interest

717. TO CONSIDER THE ANNUAL RETURN AND APPROVE THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

The Annual Return, Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement were approved and duly signed by the Chairman.

The Clerk explained that the Parish Council was not an exempt authority and is subject to external audit. 
718: TO APPOINT OFFICERS TO OUTSIDE BODIES:

Graham Rains accepted the appointment as Parish Footpaths Officer.
719: TO RESOLVE TO ADOPT THE GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011:
The Council resolved to adopt the General Power of Competence, having both a CiLCA qualified clerk and a two-thirds elected Council. 
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720. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies.

721. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no Declarations of Interest

722. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st April 2021 were approved.
723. MATTERS ARISING: 

The Clerk reported that the dog waste bin for the allotments-Trailway path had been ordered but he had been advised by the Dorset Waste Partnership that installation had been delayed due to staffing issues. 

Issues relating to Highways were discussed under ‘Councillor reports’ below. 

724. PUBLIC SESSION 
Mike Powell explained that the delay in the completion of work at the Church to replace the boiler had arisen because the removal of asbestos had led to some woodwork damage which required further repair.
725. UNITARY COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Batstone provided a brief report:
· Dorset Council will be meeting remotely until at least the 21st June, decision making will be delegated to cabinet members in the interim 
· work is ongoing in relation to Holloway Farm but this is unlikely to be resolved before September. There has been some delay in legal administration involved leases to Lavender Farm and the Bee-keepers. There is also a possible plan involving the creation of a ‘Roman Heritage site’

· the St Mary’s Shaftesbury school project has been finalised and will involve the creation of facility for those with special needs and needing respite care
· the Council is working on developing policies for economic recovery, culture and leisure activities, supporting carers and the prevent (radicalization) strategy
726. FOOTPATHS

Graham Rains provided a report:

· Graham has produced a pdf document produced summarizing the issues relating to the lack of dog waste bins on the Trailway, particularly along the stretches from Fiddleford to Stourpaine. Graham noted that whilst Sturminster Newton is well provided for in terms of bins, the rest of the Trailway is not with a 2.5-mile stretch having no bins at all. The report has been sent to Joe Hickish, Chair of the Trailway committee, with the hope that pressure is brought to bear on Dorset Council to provide more bins. Graham pointed out the problem worsens with larger visitor numbers who abandon bags on trees, fences and in people’s gardens. Cllr Batstone suggested that Chairman of parishes along the Trailway meet to discuss the issue further and how to orgainse collective approach to Dorset Council
· the situation with Church Field has been discussed with the Graham Stanley, the Dorset Ranger who has been dialogue with the landowner. A fence has been installed across the field and there is an intention to move the bund to make way for car parking and it has been agreed to move the footpath by some 2 metres. It was noted that the existing footpaths are all legal rights of way and they cannot be diverted without planning permission which will involve the Parish Council. Cllr Suter noted that the land may be of archaeological significance which could require investigation. It was noted that measures appeared to have been taken to divert users from existing paths. 
727. COUNCILOR REPORTS
Highways (Cllr McNamara):
· Little lane- Co-op end of the village - plans for the crossing point and speed survey evaluation will resume now that staffing issues have been resolved

· Speed Indicator Device (SID) - the posts for the SID have been installed and the Clerk understands that the SID will be commissioned next week.

· Speed signs – the issue of illegible repeater signs will be discussed with the Community Highways Officer (CHO) 

· Drains near the Portman Hall – some repairs have been scheduled and there will be a meeting involving the Chairman, the CHO and the Clerk

· Pedestrian Crossing – an informal survey of the proposed crossing location morning and evening has been conducted and it was noted that relatively few people cross the road at this point. There were some additional crossings with school bus drop offs but the traffic gaps in the afternoon appeared to be reasonable. It is more of an issue in the morning when there is a constant flow of traffic. The school has been contacted with a view to arranging a questionnaire survey in order to establish if parents and children would actually use a crossing, if it were available. Cllr Ridout noted that when the school had first being constructed, requests for a number of safety measures were not implemented. 

 If the crossing does not meet Dorset Councils criteria for a puffin or zebra crossing, other measures, including signage improvements, could be considered. It was noted that any survey should take place in term time only. 
· Village Gates – it was noted that there is nothing to welcome those travelling to or through the village, and was AGREED that the request for a survey of the sites would be made and precise costings obtained. 

Shillingstone School (Cllr Suter):
· the school is part of the SAST, Sherborne Area Schools Trust, which has helped to provide I.T equipment for pupils during lockdown, together with Rotary Club assistance, although broadband provision is still an issue

· there has been no fund raising by the PTA in the last year, hence funding is an issue; it would be better if fund raising events were coordinated
PC Website (Cllr Suter)
· the planning applications tracker has improved but does not seem to be updating properly

· commemoration of the life of the Duke of Edinburgh had been successfully temporarily added to the home page 

· new drop-down menus have been added relating to community groups and activities
· the History page information has been enhanced

· consideration is being given to adding a ‘welcome page’ for newcomers to the village

· the roles of PC, Councillor and the PCC have been clarified

· the site will allow Jubilee Cup nominations

Churchyard (Cllr Gasson)  
· Judith Crompton is attempting to re-wild parts of the churchyard by not mowing parts of the land the until it has been seeded

· the PCC is hoping to a charity BBQ in aid of Great Ormond Street on 10th July
· It was asked why graves were not tended. Cllr Gasson advised that PPC does not have responsibility for maintaining these unless there is a safety issue

Portman Hall (Cllr Ridout)
· the Hall will re-open for bookings on 21st June
· improvement work including new noticeboards was ongoing

Facebook (Cllr Ridout)

· Nothing significant to report
North Dorset Railway (Cllr Acton)

· had met David Caddy, toured the site and noted that planning permission for the repairs to Lamb House Bridge and the re-installation of track had now been given

Recreation Ground (Cllr White)

· the Tennis Club was now fully operational and Cricket had resumed. 

· the resident making the suggestion Re the ‘boule court’ proposal has been asked to speak to the pub who have a court before this is considered further
Allotments (Cllr Harwood)  
· It had been very cold & was rather challenging to say the least

· there hasn’t been a rabbit problem to date

· the Clerk noted that all rents had now been paid and plot 4B had been re-let. 
Climate change (Cllr McNamara) 
· has held meetings held with groups with an interest in climate change issues: Jo Hickish (Trailway), Jo O’Connor (Lavender Farm), Paul Williams (Big Yellow Bus), Andy Fale (Bere March).
728. WEBSITE BUSINESS PROMOTION POLICY
Discussion of this will be deferred until the next meeting.
729. COUNCILLOR TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

The Chairman had attended a remote ‘New Councillor’ training event and found this to be good, involving 40 minutes online and a 90-minute Zoom session. It was suggested that all Councillors could consider this course and any others and send nominations to the Clerk
730. PLANNING

The Clerk noted that the proposal relating to 16 Wessex Avenue, Shillingstone has been approved by the Dorset Council planning officer, although with conditions related to the parking arrangements and other aspects.
New applications considered:

1) P/HOU/2021/00536 Highlands Poplar Hill, Shillingstone, Dorset, DT11 0SE

Erection of replacement garage
There were no objections to this proposal which was seen as a significant improvement on the existing dilapidated structure. 
2) P/HOU/2021/00593 Briar Cottage, Gains Cross, Shillingstone, DT11 0QP
Erection of single storey extension & demolition of existing porch & replace with new porch

There were no objections to this minor improvement proposal in a location where there are no neighbouring properties which may be affected

3) P/FUL/2021/00713 P4 Wessex Avenue Shillingstone Dorset DT11 0TG

Erection of 1 no. semi-detached dwelling

It was noted that this new dwelling would have a boundary wall very near to a neighbouring property. The Parish Council agreed that it could not fully evaluate this proposal without further consultation with neighbours. Cllr Ridout agreed to speak to those who may be affected by the new dwelling before any comments are made to the planning authority.  
731. FINANCES

The Clerk reported that the VAT repayment and the precept had been received and the financial position was very positive. 

i) a) Retrospective payments approved:

The list of payments had been circulated to councillors in advance. These were APPROVED. 

	Date
	Payee
	Ref
	 Total 
	Reason

	06/04/2021
	Cricket Club
	SO
	 £333.00 
	Mowing

	06/04/2021
	Shillingstone PCC 
	BACS
	 £250.00 
	Churchyard grant

	06/04/2021
	Shillingstone PCC 
	BACS
	 £500.00 
	Parish Magazine grant

	06/04/2021
	Shillingstone PCC  
	BACS
	 £250.00 
	Shill Youth Club Grant

	06/04/2021
	Burtons Orchard
	BACS
	 £200.00 
	Orchard grant

	06/04/2021
	SSE 
	BACS
	 £180.00 
	Pavilion electricity

	06/04/2021
	TEEC Ltd
	BACS
	 £  28.80 
	Planning tracker

	06/04/2021
	Sandisons 
	BACS
	 £180.00 
	Payroll fees

	06/04/2021
	David Green
	BACS
	 £  28.50 
	Expenses

	07/04/2021
	HAGS-SMp
	BACS
	 £  55.30 
	Part for play equip

	07/04/2021
	HMRC
	BACS
	 £176.40 
	PAYE

	08/04/2021
	Dorset Waste 
	DEBIT CARD
	 £409.50 
	Bin emptying fees

	12/04/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	BACS
	 £  60.00 
	Inspection fee

	12/04/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	BACS
	 £  30.00 
	Fitting part 

	22/04/2021
	Holman Specialist Paints
	DEBIT CARD
	 £327.36 
	Paint for play equip

	26/04/2021
	Water2business
	DEBIT CARD
	 £161.34 
	Water for pavilion

	26/04/2021
	Fireline Limited
	DEBIT CARD
	 £  55.38 
	Fire Extinguisher check

	28/04/2021
	Water2business
	DEBIT CARD
	 £  49.85
	Water for allotments

	30/04/2021
	David Green
	SO
	 £628.22 
	Pay April 2021


b) Payments approved:

Clerks’ expenses: £ 38.40
 d) Lengthsman contract

The Clerk advised that the lengthmans contract is still under review although discussions are on-going with Sturminster Newton Town Council.
730. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK

The Clerk had accepted the quote to deal with repair issues on behalf of the PC in order to safeguard the long-term future of the wooden Fawns play equipment in particular. The work will be carried out shortly. 

The Clerk had made a complaint the Cricket Club in relation to the untidy state of facilities following recent matches.

731. CORRESPONDENCE 
This correspondence was reported.
· Query from a resident concerning the felling of trees on Pepper Hill. This has been discussed with the CHO who has advised that the landowner had been requested to carry out the work by Dorset Council. It is understood that the area will be planted with wildflowers and will not be used for parking.
732. JUBILEE CUP

Cllr Suter proposed that the Jubilee Cup should be awarded this year in view of the considerable efforts of the community during the Covid-19 situation.  It was agreed that further thought will be given to how and when this will be arranged. A cut-off date for nominations will be agreed and notified via the website and the Parish Magazine.
733. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Planning applications – new process for dealing with these to be agreed

· Website – local business listings policy
734. NEXT MEETING 
The location for the next meeting at discussed in view of the Covid-19 situation and the end of lockdown. It was agreed that the next meeting will be on Thursday 3rd June 2021 at 7:30 pm, at the Church Centre. Consideration will be given to how access to this will be provided given social distancing rules and the possibility of broadcasting the meeting will be considered.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:30 p.m.
Signed:                                                              Chairman                              Date:


